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Global Survey 

 Produced by the OIA in 
January 2014 launched 
at Austin conference. 



Global Osteopathic Report, Stage 2 

 

 The OIA completed Stage 2, 

Osteopathy and Osteopathic 

Medicine: A Global View of Practice, 

Patients, Education and the 

Contribution to Healthcare Delivery. 

 The document describes the current 

state of osteopathy and osteopathic 

medicine globally and how these 

disciplines interact with national health 

systems across a range of countries 

 Available in hard copy or PDF, full 

length or summary, on the OIA website 





  It brought together data from a range of 
international sources including a survey of 
international practice and a census covering 33 
countries.  

 



 Some facts (2013) 

 87,500 Osteopathic Physicians 
• 82,500 based in the US 

 43,000 Osteopaths 
• 38,000 based in France, Germany, Italy, UK, Australia, Belgium, 

Canada 

• Osteopathy emerging in other countries 

 

Training occurring in 25 countries with 30,000 students 

 



  

 

 

 

 Dr Dawn Carnes BSc 
(Hons) PhD 



 Proposal 

We would like to propose an update to the Global 
Report in collaboration with the OIA. We suggest the 
following: 

1. In collaboration with the OIA conduct a survey of 
OIA members to update numbers and demographics of 
the professions in each representative country.  

2. Description of osteopathic practice  

3. Update of the evidence and safety chapter.  

 

 

 



Questionnaire design: The study team in consultation with the OIA will 
design an online questionnaire. The questionnaire will cover:  
 
 
 Nature and type of registration/regulation in member country (statutory, 

voluntary, key requirements for registration with organising body)  
 Demographics of practicing osteopaths (number, sex, age distribution of 

practicing and/or registered osteopaths over the last 5 years) 
 Education system for osteopathic training (eg description of level of education 

for practicing osteopaths, number of schools delivering osteopathic education) 
 Continuing professional development requirements (hours, formal and/or 

informal arrangements, how managed)  
 Sources of information and/or literature about osteopathic practice in the 

member country 



2. Description of osteopathic practice worldwide 

Study design: Literature review. Since the last report there have been a number of 

published national surveys profiling osteopathic practice.  

Literature search: Search on PUBMED and osteopathic relevant journals for any 

articles reporting questionnaire surveys and audits about osteopathic practice 

nationally. We also use peer networks to identify relevant data. Review suggested 

data from member countries as outlined in the questionnaire survey. 

Inclusion criteria: Surveys and audits must be conducted at a national level to be 

included. Individual or practice surveys and audit data will not be included. 





3. Update of evidence and safety chapter 

Study design: Literature review. There have been a number of reviews about osteopathic 

and other manual treatments and care in recent years that are relevant to osteopathic 

practice. Potentially,  these would be useful to include in the chapter about evidence and 

safety of osteopathic care. The aim is to highlight where evidence exists to support 

practice. We will update the chapter as presented on: Clinical guidelines on low back 

pain, Evidence of the outcomes of osteopathic care for commonly treated conditions, 

Safety of osteopathic practice, Cost-effectiveness of osteopathic practice, Future research 

directions. The literature review will take the form of an editorial, considering and 

appraising the evidence in the context of osteopathy, as opposed to a rigorous systematic 

review of all literature.  



 

 

 

 Timeline of 4 months 

 Budget £10,000 



A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S  ?  


