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Osteopathy in Italy before December 22nd, 
2017 
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• Osteopathy in Italy has been an unrecognized and 
unregulated profession for more than 30 years, since it’s 
first appearance in 80s. 

• The profession is now extremely widespread 

• About 10.000 practitioners 

• ROI has more than 3500 members (2800 active), but there 
are at least other 5-6 associations 

• More than 50 training proposals, about 30 osteopathic 
schools 

• Private education, full time and part time programs 

• 1 or 2 years University masters 

• The current ROI’s Board started to work side by side with the 
Ministry of Health in May 2014  



DDL Lorenzin 1324: Iter for the Law 3/2018 

• An Amendment to the Lorenzin bill that recognizes Osteopathy as an 
autonomous healthcare profession (2014) has been proposed 

• It has been approved with positive vote by the Italian Senate on May 
24th 2015 and became the Article N. 4 of the DDL Lorenzin 

• It went then under the evaluation of the Chamber of Deputies changing 
his name in Article N. 7 and was approved in October 25th 2017 

• The last step has been the final approval of the DDL Lorenzin on 
December 22nd 2017, which in February 16th 2018 became law of the 
State (3/2018) 
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Art.7 

(Identification and establishment of the health professions of the 

osteopath and chiropractor) 

 
1. Within the health professions, the professions of the osteopath and 

chiropractor are identified, for which the procedure referred to in 

article 5, paragraph 2, of the law of February 1, 2006, n. 43, as 

replaced by Article 6 of this Act. 

2. With the agreement signed during the Permanent Conference for 

relations between the State, the regions and the autonomous provinces 

of Trento and Bolzano, to be adopted within three months from the 

date of entry into force of this Act, the scope of activities and the 

functions characterizing the occupations of the osteopath and 

chiropractor, the evaluation criteria of the professional experience 

and the criteria for the recognition of equivalent qualifications. By 

decree of the Minister of Education, University and Research, in 

agreement with the Minister of Health, to be adopted within six months 

from the date of entry into force of this Act, acquired the opinion of the 

National University Council and the Board of Governors of health, the 

educational organization of the university training in osteopathy 

and chiropractic is defined as well as the possible integrative 

training paths. 



What’s next? 

In order to be definitively recognized/regulated Osteopathy must still 

make the implementation steps of the law through the definition of the 

profile, the training course and the equivalences, and precisely: 

• Core Competence and Core Curriculum 

• Evaluation of previous qualifications and diplomas, of work activity and 

of professional updating carried out 

• Definition of a possible integrative training 

• University (and private?) training for the Degree course in Osteopathy 
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What about us? 



Thanks for the attention! 
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