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What are 
“Official 
Relations?” 

 

 

• It is the only category 
of formal relations  
that the WHO 
recognizes. 

• It is a privilege that 
the WHO Executive 
Board grants to 
nongovernmental 
organizations, 
international business 
associations and 
philanthropic 
foundations that have 
had, and continue to 
have, a sustained and 
systematic 
engagement in the 
interest of the 
Organization.  

 

 

 

But what does this actually mean? 
 

 

 We can participate in sessions of WHO’s governing bodies.  

o This privilege includes the possibility to make a statement at the 
session. 

o It also includes the possibility to submit the statement in 
advance of the debate, for the WHO Secretariat to post on a 
dedicated website. 

 We can apply to host side events during the World Health 
Assembly.  , subject to conditions and without prejudice to side 
events organized by Member States, which are selected through a 
parallel and separate process. 

 

 We are recognized as the global 
voice of the osteopathic health 
care profession. 



Stated Objectives: Glossary 

 

 

 

To support WHO in  

developing WHO terminology in 
Osteopathy, which will serve as a 
reference tool for the WHO, 
osteopathic organizations, and 
regulatory authorities worldwide. 
This terminology will be 
periodically reviewed and 
updated as necessary. 

 



Stated Objectives: Glossary 

 

 

 

“For the terminology document, 
it would depend on how many 
terms we are anticipating to 
have: if there are many terms, 
then we can consider to develop 
as an independent document; if 
only a few terms, we may 
consider to be include these terms 
into the Benchmarks documents.” 
WHO 



Glossary Taskforce 

 

 The current task force 
members are: 

 

 1. Mr. Antony Nicholas (Chair) 

 

 2. Dr. med Johannes Mayer  

 

 3. Dr. Deb Schmidt  

 

 4. Dr. John Garlitz 



Challenges 



Challenges 



Challenges 



Challenges 



Challenges 



Examples 



Examples 

The glossary consists of two sections. The 
first contains seven core definitions which 
are central to the concept and principles of 
health promotion and are discussed in 
greater detail.  
 
This is followed by the main section which 
includes an extended list of 54 terms which 
are commonly used in health promotion. 



Examples 

Most definitions are followed by a note of further 
explanation or qualification.  
 
When appropriate, the source of different terms in the 
main section of the glossary has been given in the text. 
Some of the definitions are original to the glossary or are 
composites of definitions which reflect different 
perspectives to the term cited.  
 
Feedback from this process has resulted in 
important changes to several definitions in the 
glossary. 



Examples 



Examples 



Examples 



Examples 



AACOM/ECOP Glossary 

 

In the USA, The American 
Association of Colleges of 
Osteopathic Medicine 
(AACOM), Educational 
Council on Osteopathic 
Principles (ECOP) glossary 
committee has been 
working on submitting 
definitions to SNOWMED . 

 

The purpose of this 
osteopathic glossary is to 
present important and 
often used words, terms 
and phrases of the 
osteopathic profession. It 
is not meant to replace a 
dictionary. The glossary 
offers the consensus of a 
large segment of the 
osteopathic profession and 
serves to standardize 
terminology.  



AACOM/ECOP Glossary 

 

 

 

ECOP glossary has defined 
over 600 terms.   

 

 

 

SNOMED has accepted 
just under 300 to date, 
with 117 additional terms 
being reviewed by the 
National Library of 
Medicine.  

 



AACOM/ECOP Glossary 

 osteopathic manipulative therapy (OMTh):The 
therapeutic application of manually guided forces by an 
osteopath (non-physician) to improve physiological function and 
homeostasis that has been altered by somatic dysfunction. 

 

 osteopathic manipulative treatment (OMT): The 
therapeutic application of manually guided forces by an 
osteopathic physician (U.S. usage) to improve physiologic 
function and/or support homeostasis that has been altered by 
somatic dysfunction. OMT employs a variety of techniques 
including:….. 



AACOM/ECOP Glossary 

 facet asymmetry: Configuration in which the structure, position 
and/or motion of the facets are not equal bilaterally. See also facet 
symmetry and tropism, facet. 

 
 balanced membranous tension (BMT ): The precise physiologic 

point in which the proprioceptive information provided by the dural 
membranes and sutures allows the body to equalize the stresses exerted 
on those structures in all directions. See also osteopathic manipulative 
treatment, balanced membranous tension. See also osteopathic 
cranial manipulative medicine (OCMM).  

 
 lymphatic pump: 1. A term used to describe the impact of 

intrathoracic pressure changes on lymphatic flow. This was the name 
originally given to the thoracic pump technique before the more 
extensive physiologic effects of the technique were recognized. 2. A 
term coined by C. Earl Miller, DO. 



What is SNOMED 

 The safe, accurate and effective exchange of health 
information is an essential part of the foundations for 
improve healthcare around the world.  

 

 SNOMED strives to determine the best global standards for 
health terminology. 



Do you have a glossary? 



Do you have a glossary? 

 

 

 

1) Do you have a glossary or 
know of an accessible 
glossary? 

 

2) 1. Get out your business card now 

 

3) 2. No business card – write down 
your name and email now 

 

4) 3. Give it to us - now 

 

 

 



 

In 
Summary 

Source glossaries 

Analyze and 
compare 

Create master list 

Remove all non-
osteopathy terms 

Identify duplicates, 
additions and gaps  

Consult widely 

NEXT 



 

In 
Summary 

Develop draft 
document 

Working Group 
Meeting 

Draft document 
circulated for 

comment 

Revise draft 

Circulate for 
comment again 

Consultation 
meeting* 

 Finalize draft 


