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Dr Peter Ajluni, Secretary-Treasurer 
Dr William Burke 
Mr Simon Fielding 
Mr Charles Hunt 
DrMed Johannes Mayer  
Dr Karen Nichols 
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January 2014 
 
 
Dear OIA 2014 Austin Conference Attendees: 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Osteopathic International Alliance (OIA), we welcome 
you to your Austin Annual Conference and General Meeting, being held in conjunction with the 
American Association of Osteopathic Examiners (AAOE) and Osteopathic Medical Education 
Leadership Conference.  The OIA continues to grow and now represents more than 70 
members and 110.000 osteopathic practitioners around the world.  
 
This year’s Conference, “Osteopathy: A Global Presence,” expands upon earlier 
conferences, with four different fora, including leadership and management of osteopathic 
professional associations, regulation and scope, education and revalidation, and research.   
 
The Conference will also include the Annual General Meeting and the election of three Board of 
Director seats.  We will also be unveiling the Status Report on Osteopathy, Stage 2,   
Osteopathy and Osteopathic Medicine: A Global View of Practice, Patients, Education 
and the Contribution to Healthcare Delivery. 
 
In addition, we will end the day on Saturday with a reception, giving you an excellent opportunity 
to experience Austin’s unique nightlife. 
 
On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, we hope that you find this programme to be as 
engaging, informative and successful as our previous conferences and that you can take 
something new back to your organisations and practices.  Through the participation of you, our 
members, the OIA will continue to strive for the advancement of the philosophy and practice of 
osteopathic medicine and osteopathy worldwide, to the benefit of our more than five dozen 
member organisations in twenty-eight countries on five continents, and the entire profession. 
 
We also encourage you to get out and experience Austin, with its amazing live music scene on 
Sixth Street and throughout the city; Barton Springs, a natural springs-fed pool that stays at 70° 
F (21° C) year-round; The Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library; the Harry Ransom 
Center, which is home to the Gutenberg Bible and the world's first photograph; or the Texas 
State Capitol, the largest capitol building in the United States. We hope you take the opportunity 
to visit some of these and other sites during your stay.  
 
Again, we are pleased to welcome you to Austin and to the OIA’s Annual Conference and 
General Meeting, let’s make it a success! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                
Mr Michael Mulholland-Licht     Dr Karen J. Nichols 
Chair, Board of Directors     Chair, Conference Organising Committee 
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 GENERAL MEETING & TOURIST INFORMATION 

 
 
Hotel Information 
Hilton Austin Hotel, 500 E. 4th St, Austin, TX 78701 
Phone: +1 (512) 482-8000 
Web: http://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/texas/hilton-austin-AUSCVHH/index.html  
 

 
 
About Austin 
Find a full listing of information about Austin at the Austin Convention & Visitors 
Bureau’s website: http://www.austintexas.org/ 
Guides to experiencing Austin  

 Austin Events Calendar  
 Download a Visitor’s Guide 
 Download a Historic Walking Guide App 
 Taxi and Transportation Information 

Weather in Austin 

 Find more information online  

Transportation 
The Hilton Austin Hotel is in the heart of downtown Austin, 7 miles from Austin Bergstrom 
International Airport. You can get to the hotel via a short cab ride, or take the #100 bus from the 
airport.  
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Conference Presentations 
Conference presentations will be made available at www.OIAlliance.org after the meeting 
concludes.  
 
Average Weather in January 
The average high temperature for January is 59° F (15° C) and 
the average low is 39° F (4° C). 
 
Lunch  
Lunch will be provided to all registrants on Saturday and 
Sunday.  
 
Welcome Reception  
A welcome reception will be held for all attendees on Saturday 
evening, from 19:00 to 20:30 at Moonshine, 303 Red River 
Street, a short walk from the hotel.  

 
Name Badges 
Kindly remember to wear your name badge to all meeting 
sessions and social events. 
 
Mobile Phones and Other Electronic Equipment 
Please ensure that your electronic devices are on “off” or “silent” during the conference 
sessions. 
 
Conference Evaluation 
We ask that you complete your conference evaluation online at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/OIA_Austin_Conference.  

Transportation 
Type 

Typical Minimum 
Charge 

Bus Service 0.50 USD 
Limousine Fees vary. Contact Hotel.
Super Shuttle 13.00 USD 
Rental Car Fees vary 
Taxi 25.00 USD 
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CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 

Osteopathy: A Global Presence 

Friday, 10 January 

16:00—17:00 Members’ Open Session – Informal discussion – Room 414 

08:00—17:15  Osteopathic Medical Education (OME) Leadership Conference (required additional 

registration)  

 
Official Conference Start 
 

Saturday, 11 January – Partnered with AAOE 

08:30—09:00 Plenary Session Welcome – Salon A, 4th Floor 

  08:30—08:50: OIA & AAOE Leadership Welcome and Orientation 

  Michael Mulholland-Licht DO (AU), Chair, OIA Board of Directors & Geraldine 

O’Shea DO (US), President, AAOE 

  08:50—09:00: AOA-US Leadership Conference Welcome 

  Norman Vinn DO (US), President, AOA-US; Robert Juhasz DO (US), President-

Elect, AOA-US; Adrienne White-Faines MPA, Executive Director and CEO, AOA-US 

09:00—12:00 Keynote Presentations 

  09:00—10:00: Scope of Practice 

  • New Zealand: Emma Fairs DO (UK), Chair, OCNZ 

  • Australia: Antony Nicholas, Executive Director, AOA-AU 

  • Germany: Marina Fuhrmann MSc, DO (DE), President, German Osteopathic 

Association 

10:00—10:20 Break 

  10:20—11:20: Regulation, Registration and Licensure  

  • United States: Don Polk DO (US), Chair-elect, Federation of State Medical Boards 

  • Germany: Johannes Mayer MD, DOM (DE), Member, OIA Board of Directors 

  • Italy: Simon Duncan DO (UK) & Carmine Castagna BSc(Hons) Ost (IT), Italian 

Association of Osteopaths 

  11:20—12:20: Revalidation 

  • United States: Hank Chaudhry DO (US), President and CEO, Federation of State 

Medical Boards 

  • United Kingdom: Tim Walker, Member, OIA Board of Directors 
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  • Belgium: Eric Dobbelaare DO (BE), Belgian Society of Osteopathy 

12:20—13:30 OIA-AAOE Networking Lunch 

13:30—15:30 Concurrent Discussion Forums 

  Education/Revalidation – Salon A – Moderator: Charles Hunt DO (UK), Member, 

OIA Board of Directors 

  • Stephen Scheinthal DO (US), Chair, AOA-US Bureau of Osteopathic Specialists 

  • Boyd Buser DO (US), Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure 

  Regulation/Registration – Room 414 – Moderator: Tim Walker, Member, OIA 

Board of Directors 

  • Ron Burns DO (US), Florida Board of Osteopathic Medicine 

  • Robert Fendall DO (AU), Chair, Osteopathy Board of Australia 

 • Mathias Hartlep DO (DE), German Osteopathy Federation 

15:30—16:00 Blue Ribbon Commission Report – Salon A 

• Boyd Buser DO (US), Co-Chair, Blue Ribbon Commission  

16:15—17:45 OIA Annual General Meeting – Salon A 

19:00—20:30 OIA Reception, Moonshine, 303 Red River Street 

Sunday, 12 January 

08:30—09:05 Welcome & Unveiling of “Osteopathy and Osteopathic Medicine: A Global View 

of Practice, Patients, Education and the Contribution to Healthcare Delivery” 

  08:30—08:45: History and Development of the Status Report on Osteopathy – 

Michael Mulholland-Licht DO (AU) & OIA Editorial Committee Members  

  08:45—09:05: Future Relations and Use of the Status Report 

09:05—10:50 Research Presentations – Salon A 

  09:05—09:35: Clinical Based Research – John Licciardone DO (US), Executive 

Director, Osteopathic Research Centre 

  09:35—10:05: Practice Based Research – Dawn Carnes, Director, National Council 

for Osteopathic Research 

 10:05—10:35: Approach to Research Design, Management and Funding – David 

Massello, Vice President and Operations Director, Foundation for Osteopathic 

Research and Continuous Education 

 10:35—10:50: Questions and Answers 

10:50—11:00 Break 

11:00—12:00 Education Accreditation – Salon A 

  • United States: Thomas Cavalieri DO (US), Chair, Commission on Osteopathic 

College Accreditation  
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  • Australia & New Zealand: Rachel Portelli, Executive Officer, Australian and New 

Zealand Osteopathic Council (ANZOC) & Louise Adam DO (AU), MOstSc, Vice-

chair, ANZOC 

11:00—12:00 By Invitation Only: “International Osteopathic Research Network” – Room 414 

– Moderator: William Burke DO (US), Member, OIA Board of Directors  

12:00—13:00 Networking Lunch 

13:00—15:00 Continued: By Invitation Only: “International Osteopathic Research Network” 

13:00—15:00 How Your Organisation Can Best Support the Osteopathic Community and 

Equip your Members for Leadership: thoughts and lessons from the United 

Kingdom and United States – Salon A – Moderator: Karen Nichols DO (US), 

Member, OIA Board of Directors  

  • United Kingdom: Maurice Cheng, Chief Executive, British Osteopathic Association 

  • United States: Adrienne White-Faines MPA, Executive Director and CEO, American 

Osteopathic Association  

15:15—16:00 Closing Session & October Conference Preview – Salon A 
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Speaker Information 
 

 

PLENARY SESSION 
 
MR MICHAEL MULHOLLAND-LICHT, CHAIR, OIA 
Mr Mulholland-Licht graduated Pacific College of Osteopathic Medicine, Sydney, Australia in 
1985 and was registered with the NSW Osteopaths Registration board in 1986 where he 
served as an Advisor during the 2001 review of Osteopaths Act 2000-2001. He has been in 
private practice in Sydney, Australia since 1986. He lecturers and examines in Australia and 
Internationally. He is a past President of the Australian Osteopathic Association and World 
Osteopathic Health Organisation (WOHO) and contributed as expert adviser to WHO 
Benchmarks for Safety and Training in Osteopathy from 2004-2007. He is past chair of the 
Australian and New Zealand Osteopathic Council, which is responsible for accreditation of 
university programs, teaching osteopathy, and assessment of overseas qualified osteopaths. Mr 
Mulholland-Licht is pursuing post graduate studies in Pain Medicine at University of Sydney.

 

DR GERALDINE O’SHEA, PRESIDENT, AAOE
Geraldine T. O’Shea, DO, an osteopathic internist from Jackson, Calif., is medical director of 
Foothills Women’s Medical Center in Jackson.  Prior to joining the AOA-US Board of 
Trustees, Dr O’Shea served the AOA-US in many capacities, including chair of the Bureau of 
Scientific Affairs and Public Health, vice chair of the Bureau on Federal Health Programs and 
vice chair of the Council of Women’s Health Issues.  A past president of the Osteopathic 
Physicians and Surgeons of California (OPSC), Dr O’Shea has served as chair of the 
California delegation to the AOA-US’s House of Delegates since 2006.  
 
Additionally, Dr O’Shea is a member of the Board of Directors of the National Board of 
Osteopathic Medical Examiners and currently serves on the board’s executive committee. 
After seven years of service on the Osteopathic Medical Board of California, she is also the 
current president of the American Association of Osteopathic Medical Examiners.  After 
earning her osteopathic medical degree from the Western University of Health Sciences 
College of Osteopathic Medicine of the Pacific in Pomona, Calif., Dr O’Shea completed a 
rotating internship and an internal medicine residency at Maricopa Medical Center in Phoenix.

 

DR NORMAN VINN, PRESIDENT, AOA-US
Norman E. Vinn, DO, an osteopathic family physician from San Clemente, Calif., is the 117th 
president of the AOA-US.  He is founder of Housecall Doctors Medical Group, Inc., a home 
care network that provides on-site clinical services to more than 1,000 homebound elderly in 
Southern California’s Orange, Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino Counties, Dr Vinn 
is considered a leader in residentialist care, which focuses on the care of homebound or 
access-challenged patients.  Dr Vinn also shares his experience and knowledge surrounding 
residentialist care and EHR systems with other physicians as president of The Residentialist 
Group, Inc., of Laguna Hills, Calif., a management group specializing in the development and 
operation of housecall programs.  Dr Vinn is often recognized for his advocacy for seniors 
and homebound patients.  In 2011, he received the Orange County Senior Care Humanitarian 
Award. He also was recognized for his work in fulfilling the health care needs of seniors.  Dr 
Vinn was honored for creating a collaborative clinical model to coordinate care of 
homebound patients with other members of the health care delivery team.   
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DR ROBERT JUHASZ, PRESIDENT-ELECT, AOA-US
An AOA-US board-certified internist, Dr Juhasz is the medical director of the Cleveland 
Clinic’s Willoughby Hills Family Health Center.  In September 2013, he took on a new 
position as president of South Pointe Hospital, which is a Cleveland Clinic Hospital in 
Warrensville Heights, Ohio.  As a medical educator, Dr Juhasz serves as associate dean of the 
Ohio University Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine (OU-HCOM), Northeast Ohio 
Extension Campus, which is currently under development on the South Pointe Hospital 
campus, and is an assistant clinical professor at the Cleveland Clinic’s Lerner College of 
Medicine at Case Western University in Cleveland. He had also served as the internal 
medicine residency program director at what is now University Hospitals Richmond Medical 
Center in Richmond Heights, Ohio.  Dr Juhasz is a fellow and diplomat of the American 
College of Osteopathic Internists.  Dr Juhasz has been named a “Top Doc” by Cleveland 
Magazine for several years, including in 2013.  He also appeared in the former Northern Ohio 
Live – Best Doctors in Cleveland listing.                           

 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS 
 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
 
EMMA FAIRS 
Emma Fairs is a registered Osteopath who trained in the UK where she worked for two years 
before moving to New Zealand.  Emma has been working in Christchurch for the last 18 
years, in her private practice; her main clinical focus has been the Osteopathic management of 
Obstetric and Paediatric patients.  Emma has been involved in the development of 
Osteopathy in NZ, both the regulation of the profession and the development of a training 
programme.  She was part of the NZQA panel that accredited the Master’s Degree in 
Osteopathy at Unitec, Auckland; and for four years acted as one of the two Monitors for the 
supply of the Degree.  Between 1997 and 2008 she was an elected member of the Osteopathic 
Society of New Zealand (OSNZ) and the New Zealand Register of Osteopaths (NZRO) 
Committee, initially organising the supply of post-graduate education in NZ, and for the last 
four years in the position of OSNZ President.  Since resigning from the position of President, 
Emma has consulted for the OSNZ and the Osteopathic Council of New Zealand (OCNZ). 
In 2010 Emma was appointed by the Minister of Health to the Osteopathic Council of New 
Zealand, and became Chair in 2011. In 2013 Emma was elected deputy chair of the Health 
Regulatory Authorities of New Zealand.

 

ANTONY NICHOLAS 

Antony Nicholas is the Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Osteopathic Association, 
the national professional association representing Osteopaths across Australia. Osteopaths are 
university trained, government registered, allied health professionals. Currently an osteopath 
undertakes a 5-year, University Master’s degree to achieve registration in Australia.  
Osteopaths collectively perform over 1.5 million consultations people a year, generate over 
$200 million in the economy.  Antony studied Biological Sciences at Curtin University of 
Technology in WA, with post graduate studies in Education and Natural Resource 
Management. Antony has a diverse career background in education, dispute resolution and 
health, all within the not-for-profit sector.
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PROFESSOR MARINA FUHRMANN

Professor Fuhrmann is an osteopath and recently awarded a Letter of Appointment as 
Professor in Osteopathy, Ministry of Science, Hessen.  She is the President of the German 
Osteopathic Association (VOD).  She lectures on osteopathic education at the University of 
Applied Science Fresenius, Idstein, Germany.  She serves as co-chair of various national and 
international professional associations: the Federal Association of Osteopaths, Germany, and 
the European Federation of Osteopaths.  She is the co-editor of the Journal, D.O., and heads 
the Federal Study Group Osteopathy.  She was the first European to be awarded the title of a 
Doctor of Osteopathic Education by the Andrew Taylor Still University, Kirksville, USA.

 

REGULATION, REGISTRATION AND LICENSURE

 
DR DON POLK 
Dr Polk’s medical career is that of service, as a Family Physician, to his patients and 
community in a small rural town in South Central Tennessee.   Dr Polk’s career includes 
having served 28 years in the Tennessee Army National Guard.  Commissioned as Captain – 
Medical Corp, Dr Polk provided hands on care to our soldiers.  His appointment as State 
Surgeon allowed him to provide leadership and service throughout Tennessee.  His service in 
medical licensure began with his appointment to the Tennessee Board of Osteopathic 
Examination in 1996 where he continues to serve on that Board and has held the positions of 
Secretary and Vice-President.  Involvement with the FSMB began when Dr Polk was selected 
as the Tennessee DO Board Delegate in 1997.   In 2010, Dr Polk was elected to the FSMB 
Board of Directors and has since served on the Governance, Investment, Finance, 
Compensation and Executive Committees of that Board.  In 2013, Dr Polk was elected 
Chair-elect of the FSMB and is honored to represent the organization as Chair in the coming 
year. 

 

DR MED JOHANNES MAYER

Dr med Mayer earned his MD degree in 1981, became board certified in Family Medicine in 
1986 and went into private practice in 1987, providing Family medicine and osteopathic care. 
In 1987 he earned his manual medicine degree and in 2000 he earned his DOM from the 
German Society of Osteopathic Medicine (DGOM). Dr med Mayer is currently the Vice 
President of the DGOM, President of the European Register of Osteopathic Physicians 
(EROP), and was elected to the OIA Board of Directors in January 2008. 

 

MR SIMON DUNCAN 

Simon, originally from Australia, graduated from the European School of Osteopathy in the 
UK in 1999, moving to Milan, Italy immediately after graduation.  While learning a new 
language and profession, he began work in Osteopathic education covering a variety of roles 
including course coordinator, temporary Dean and examiner for the final year internal 
examinations. He is still employed as senior clinic tutor at what is considered one of the major 
Osteopathic education intuitions in Europe.   In 2002 he began the role of international 
liaison for the FeSIOs (Federal Union of Italian Osteopaths). Among other things, this lead to 
the position of focal point organiser for the WHO ‘Guidelines in Osteopathic Training and 
Safety’ Final Consultation Meeting that was held in Milan February 2007.  The FeSIOs has 
since been a founding member of the Forum of Osteopathic Regulators in Europe and an 
original associate member of the OIA, under the umbrella association of the Italian High 
Council of Osteopaths.  The FeSIOs has assisted the Italian Osteopathic Register have 
included the Osteopathic Profession in the list of professions involved with the recent 
professions act.  
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MR CARMINE CASTAGNA 
Carmine Castagna, followed in the footsteps of his father by becoming an osteopath. He 
studied at the Istituto Superiore di Osteopatia (ISO), Milan, completing the BSc (Hons) Ost 
degree course in 2008. From that year onwards he has been a practicing osteopath, as well as 
active in osteopathic education. In 2010, he became principal of the ISO, a full time 
osteopathic degree course college; in the same year he was chosen as vice-chairman for the 
education committee of the ROI Register of Osteopaths of Italy.  
 
Since 2012 he participates as an integral member in the UNI (Italian Organization for 
Standardization), working on the professional profile of osteopaths in Italy, and since 2013 is 
Italian deputy to the CEN (European Committee for Standardization), engaged in the 
definition of the professional profile of osteopaths in Europe.  

 

REVALIDATION 
 
DR HANK CHAUDRY 
Dr Humayun “Hank” Chaudhry is the President and CEO of the Federation of State Medical 
Boards (FSMB) of the United States, which represents the nation’s state medical licensing 
boards and co-sponsors, with the National Board of Medical Examiners, the United States 
Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE). Dr Chaudhry graduated from the New York 
Institute of Technology College of Osteopathic Medicine (NYITCOM) in 1991, then 
completed residency training in Internal Medicine at Winthrop-University Hospital in New 
York. From 2001 to 2007, he was Chairman of the Department of Medicine and Assistant 
Dean at NYITCOM. He has Master's degrees from NYU and the Harvard School of Public 
Health. Prior to joining FSMB, he was Commissioner of Health for Suffolk County, New 
York, leading the ninth largest health department in the United States. Dr Chaudhry served in 
the Air Force, rising to the rank of Major as a flight surgeon. He is a Master of the American 
College of Physicians (ACP) and former President of the American College of Osteopathic 
Internists. Dr Chaudhry is co-author of two books: Fundamentals of Clinical Medicine, 
published in 2004, and Medical Licensing and Discipline in America, published in 2012. He is 
also a Clinical Associate Professor of Internal Medicine at the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical School. 

 

MR TIM WALKER 
Tim Walker joined the General Osteopathic Council this autumn from the General Medical 
Council where he was responsible for external relations including managing the GMC’s 
offices in Belfast, Cardiff and Edinburgh. Before joining the GMC in 2007, Mr Walker was 
Deputy Managing Director of Bell Pottinger Public Affairs. Previously he held posts working 
on regulatory matters at Turner Broadcasting UK, the Cabinet Office, and the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. He graduated in Computation from the University of 
Manchester Institute of Science and Technology.

 

MR ERIC DOBBELAARE  
Eric Dobbelaere graduated VUB-ULB (University Brussels) osteopathic course in 1997 after 
first 15 years of manual therapy. Private practice in Wevelgem (BE) since 1982. Lectures and 
examines in Lille (FR) and Hamburg (DE). Chair (2nd Term) of GNRPO npo umbrella 
organisation of Belgian Osteopathic Associations and Vice-president of the BVO-SBO 
(Belgian Association for Osteopathy). Formal member of the Committee for CPD. Is actively 
involved in the processes of legal recognition of the profession in Belgium. 
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CONCURRENT FORUMS 
 
EDUCATION AND REVALIDATION 
 
DR STEPHEN SCHEINTHAL 
Dr Scheinthal is an AOA-US board-certified geriatric psychiatrist who is currently serving as 
the associate director and chief of geriatric behavioral health at the Rowan University School 
of Osteopathic Medicine's (RowanSOM) New Jersey Institute for Successful Aging in 
Stratford, where he provides outpatient and long-term care services to the elderly. Dr 
Scheinthal earned his osteopathic medical degree from the University of Medicine and 
Dentistry of New Jersey-School of Osteopathic Medicine in Stratford, which became part of 
Rowan University as RowanSOM in July 2013. Dr Scheinthal completed his internship at 
John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospitals-University Medical Center in Stratford, N.J. He then 
completed a residency in psychiatry and a geriatric psychiatry fellowship, both at what is now 
RowanSOM.  Additionally, Dr Scheinthal serves as the medical director of Arden Courts, an 
Alzheimer's disease assisted living facility in Cherry Hill, N.J., and medical director of the 
Behavioral Management Unit at Alaris Center in Cherry Hill. In addition to his clinical work, 
Dr Scheinthal is an associate professor of psychiatry at RowanSOM.  

 

DR BOYD BUSER 
An AOA-US board-certified physician in osteopathic manipulative medicine and family 
medicine, Dr Buser serves as the vice president for health affairs and dean of the University 
of Pikeville-Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine. He also serves as professor of 
osteopathic principles and practice, and professor of family medicine. He previously served as 
the interim vice president and dean of the University of New England College of Osteopathic 
Medicine in Biddeford, Maine, as well as the associate dean for clinical affairs.  Dr Buser has 
served the AOA-US in numerous capacities, including recently serving as the chair of the 
Department of Business Affairs and the Bureau of Osteopathic Graduate Medical Education 
Development. He also has chaired the Departments of Professional Affairs, Governmental 
Affairs and Educational Affairs. Dr Buser is also a fellow of the American College of 
Osteopathic Family Physicians and is a past president of the American Academy of 
Osteopathy (AAO). In addition, he is a past chair of the National Board of Osteopathic 
Medical Examiners and was a founding member of the Board of Directors of the Osteopathic 
International Alliance.  

 

REGULATION AND REGISTRATION

 
DR RONALD BURNS 
Ronald Burns, DO is Board Certified in Family Medicine and has been in private practice in 
Orlando for the past 20 years.  He is a Fellow of the American College of Osteopathic Family 
Physicians and is also a Fellow of the Federation of State Medical Boards.  Dr Burns serves 
on the American Osteopathic Association (AOA-US) Board of Trustees, and is currently 
serving second term as Chair of the Florida Board of Osteopathic Medicine responsible for 
licensure and discipline.  He is currently Co-Chair of the Physician Electronic Health Records 
Coalition (PEHRC) representing over 600,000 member physicians.  Dr Burns also serves on 
the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners. Dr Burns served as President of the 
Florida Osteopathic Medical Association from 2004- 2005.  He was appointed by Governor 
Jeb Bush, to the Governor's Health Information Infrastructure Advisory Board serving from 
2004 - 2007. Dr Burns also served on the Florida Medicaid Formulary Study Panel and on 
many statewide committees including the Pharmaceutical & Therapeutics Committee.  He has 
been serving on the Health Information Exchange Coordinating Committee (HIECC) since 
spring 2010. 
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DR ROBERT FENDALL

Robert is a practicing osteopath in Sydney, Australia.  Qualifications: Diploma of Osteopathy 
from the International College of Osteopathy, Sydney, 1985; and Master Osteopathic Science 
(Paediatrics) RMIT 1998.  Robert has longstanding leadership roles in the osteopathic 
profession. He was nominated to the Board of the Australian Osteopathic Association (AOA-
AU) in 1989 and President from 1992 to 1994. In regulation, Robert was nominated to 
registration boards in Australia since 1995. Robert held the position of President, New South 
Wales (NSW) Osteopaths Registration Board from 2000 to 2010; and, when that Board 
transitioned under a co-regulatory model, Chair of NSW Osteopathy Council from 2010 to 
2012.  In accreditation, Robert was inaugural Chair, Australian Osteopathic Council (AOC), 
from 2008 to 2009. The AOC was set up at that time to undertake the accreditation of 
courses for registration, and the assessment of qualifications of overseas trained osteopaths. 
This preceded the current accreditation authority, the Australian and New Zealand 
Osteopathic Council (ANZOC).  With the introduction of the National Accreditation and 
Registration Scheme in Australia in 2009, Robert was appointed to the position of inaugural 
Chair of the Osteopathy Board of Australia, which is an appointment until 30 August 2014.  
Robert’s osteopathic practice has focus on a general family practice, emphasising treatment of 
infants and children. Robert is on the teaching faculty of the Sutherland Cranial Teaching 
Foundation of Australia and New Zealand. 

 

MR MATHIAS HARTLEP

Mr Hartlep works as an osteopath in Germany since 2009. He is an assistant teacher at 
Deutsches Fortbildungsinstitut für Osteopathie (DFO) and specialized on osteopathic 
diagnosis and treatment of the respiratory system.  He is the representative of international 
affairs of Bundesverband Osteopathie (BVO) and collaborating with various osteopathic 
organisations within the EU and Germany. 

 

RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS 
 
CLINICAL BASED RESEARCH 
 
DR JOHN LICCIARDONE 
John C. Licciardone, DO, MS, MBA, FACPM, is Professor and Executive Director of The 
Osteopathic Research Center at the University of North Texas Health Science Center. He also 
holds the Osteopathic Heritage Foundation Richards-Cohen Distinguished Chair in Clinical 
Research at UNTHSC. He served as a consulting expert on osteopathy to the World Health 
Organization, and as an expert panelist for the National Institutes of Health Workshop on 
Deconstructing Back Pain. He is presently a member of the National Advisory Council on 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine convened by NIH. He is a past recipient of the 
Louisa Burns Memorial Lecture Award, Gutensohn-Denslow Research Award, Benjamin 
Cohen Award for Outstanding Research Achievement, JO Watson Memorial Lecture Award, 
UNTHSC President’s Faculty Award for Research Excellence, Purdue Pharma Partners 
Against Pain Award, and the George W Northup, DO, Medical Writing Award.
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PRACTICE BASED RESEARCH

 
Dr Dawn Carnes 
Dawn Carnes originally trained and worked as an occupational psychologist, she then went on 
to re-train as an osteopath graduating in 1998. Following 5 years in full time practice she went 
on to do a PhD, focusing on the prevalence and nature of chronic musculoskeletal pain. After 
being awarded her PhD, she progressed into a full time career in research specialising in non-
drug treatments i.e. complex interventions for chronic conditions at Barts and The London 
School of Medicine and Dentistry which is part of Queen Mary University of London. In 
2012 she was appointed as the Director for the National Council of Osteopathic Research in 
the UK (www.ncor.org.uk). Since her appointment, the NCOR team have been working on 
ways of promoting research and creating innovative ways of collecting research information 
to inform the profession about practice and patient outcomes.

 

EDUCATION ACCREDITATION

UNITED STATES 
 
DR THOMAS CAVALIERI      
As a geriatric educator and clinician, Dr Thomas A. Cavalieri has been an advocate for older 
adults for nearly 30 years, raising the standard of care for them and helping Rowan University 
- School of Osteopathic Medicine (RowanSOM) to achieve national renown in the field of 
geriatrics. Dr Cavalieri is currently the Dean of RowanSOM, a tenured Professor of Medicine, 
and the Osteopathic Heritage Endowed Chair for Primary Care Research. He previously 
served as the Director of the New Jersey Institute for Successful Aging (formerly the Center 
for Aging, where he was Founding Director), and Chair of the Department of Medicine.  Dr 
Cavalieri is the Founding Director of the program that would become the New Jersey 
Institute for Successful Aging that Dr Cavalieri, whose interests include medical ethics and 
end-of-life issues, assembled a team that developed an array of geriatric clinical programs 
which are today recognized as being at the forefront of geriatric care within the State of New 
Jersey and the surrounding Delaware Valley.

 

AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND

 
MS RACHEL PORTELLI 
Rachel has been the Executive Officer for the Australian and New Zealand Osteopathic 
Council (ANZOC) since June 2011.  In this role she is responsible for all operational matters 
concerning the accreditation of osteopathy programs of study and the assessment of overseas-
qualified osteopaths.  She has post-graduate qualifications in Health Services Management and 
Applied Corporate Governance and is an Associate of the Governance Institute of Australia 
and a Member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors.  Prior to becoming a partner 
in her own consulting business, she held various senior management roles with the 
Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board, Academy of Technological Sciences 
and Engineering and the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners.  

 

AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND

 
MS LOUISE ADAM  
Louise Adam is the vice-chair of the Australian and New Zealand Osteopathic Council which 
is endorsed as to provide advice about the suitability of programs of study for accreditation 
and examining of overseas graduates for registration. Louise is also the chair of ANZOC’s 
Qualification and Skills committee which deals with determining the suitability of overseas 
graduates for registration.  Louise has been in private osteopathic practice since graduating in 
1981. Since 1995 Ms Adam has operated multidisciplinary centres for neuromusculoskeletal 
conditions which have provided forums for collaboration between osteopathy, physiotherapy, 
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psychology, exercise physiology incorporating pilates and occupational health services. Ms 
Adam was Head of Program, Osteopathy at the University of Western Sydney and lectured in 
clinical sciences including pain management, exercise/activity interventions and practice 
management. Ms Adam is a past president of the Australian Osteopathic Association and past 
member of the Osteopaths Registration Board of New South Wales. Current memberships 
include the Australian Osteopathic Association, the International Association for the Study of 
Pain, Sports Medicine Australia and membership of the editorial board of the International 
Journal of Osteopathy. Ms Adam’s clinical interests lie in managing pain particularly 
identifying and responding to multi-factorial contributing factors to enhance quality of life 
outcomes for patients.

 

HOW YOUR ORGANISATION CAN BEST SUPPORT THE OSTEOPATHIC COMMUNITY 

AND EQUIP YOUR MEMBERS FOR LEADERSHIP 
 
UNITED KINGDOM 
 
MR MAURICE CHENG 
Maurice was appointed as CEO of the British Osteopathic Association (BOA) in 2013, with a 
background in strategic research and marketing consultancy.  Since 2000 he has specialised in 
association management for professional bodies, as Director of Member Services for the 
Chartered Institute of Management Accountants, and as Chief Executive of the Institute of 
Healthcare Management, and the Institute of Payroll Professionals.  In addition to his role at 
the BOA, Maurice also holds an interim CEO role at the Association of Costs Lawyers, and 
as a trustee of North London YMCA. 
 
Maurice is a firm believer in building good teamwork between elected officers and staff, and 
in particular in working out where the organisation is going, and developing a pretty single 
minded plan to get there.   With that as a goal, all the member engagement, stakeholder 
management, finance building, quality control, education development, policy investment, 
research gathering just...fall into place!

 

UNITED STATES 
 
MS ADRIENNE WHITE-FAINES 
In July 2013, Adrienne White-Faines, MPA, became Executive Director and CEO of the 
American Osteopathic Association (AOA-US).  In this position, she is in charge of carrying 
out the AOA-US’s strategic agenda supporting the organization’s physician and student 
members and its commitment to promoting public health; advancing scientific research; and 
serving as the accrediting agency for osteopathic medical schools, hospitals and health care 
facilities.   
 
Prior to joining the AOA-US, White-Faines served as vice president of health initiatives and 
advocacy at the American Cancer Society (ACS), Illinois Division, where she was accountable 
for cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient service programs. Prior to employment 
at ACS, she served as chief operating officer at Chicago-based Renwal Emergency Medical 
Services, a health care management consulting firm for hospitals and physicians, and at 
Chicago’s Northwestern Memorial Hospital, where she oversaw a $600 million hospital 
redevelopment project. She also worked as a health strategist with the New York City Health 
and Hospitals Corporation, and as a practice administrator for a large physician group practice 
in Whittier, Calif.  White-Faines remains active with numerous Chicago and national 
nonprofit organizations, including the Erikson Institute, American Field Service-USA and as a 
fellow with Leadership Greater Chicago.  She holds a master’s of public administration from 
the University of Southern California in Los Angeles and a bachelor’s of arts from Amherst 
(Mass.) College. 
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OIA AUSTIN CONFERENCE ATTENDEES 
 
Gail Abernethy 
SPMPO BC Canada and Canadian Federation 
gabernethy@shaw.ca  
 
Peter Ajluni 
OIA Board of Directors & AOA-US 
pajlunido@aol.com  
 
Matthias Beck 
AVT-College for Osteopathic Medicine 
prof.beck@avt-osteopathie.de  
 
Adrienne Belafonte Biesemeyer 
West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine 
abiesemeyer@osteo.wvsom.edu  
 
Chantale Bertrand 
Canadian Federation of Osteopaths 
c.bertrand@osteopathy.ca  
 
Jean Michel Besnard  
European Federation for Osteopathic Physicians 
jmbes@bbox.fr  
 
Alain Bouchard 
Osteopathy Quebec 
namdev@videotron.ca  
 
Jacob Brainis 
Osteopathic Federation of Osteopathic 
Professionals 
kayak74@hotmail.com  
 
William Burke 
OIA Board of Directors & AOA-US 
wburkedo@osteopathic.org  
 
Ronald Burns 
AOA-US  
RBurnsDO@osteopathic.org  
 
Boyd Buser 
AOA-US  
BBuserDO@osteopathic.org  
 
Dawn Carnes 
National Council for Osteopathic Research 
d.carnes@qmul.ac.uk  
 

Elizabeth Caron 
St. Barnabas Hospital 
ecaron@une.edu  
 
Jane Carreiro 
OIA Board of Directors & AAO 
jcarreiro@une.edu  
 
Carmine Castagna 
Osteopathic Register of Italy 
carminecastagna@gmail.com  
 
Thomas Cavalieri 
Rowan School of Osteopathic Medicine  
cavalita@rowan.edu  
 
Francesco Cerritelli 
European Institute for Evidence Based 
Osteopathic Medicine 
Francesco.cerritelli@ebom.it  
 
Hank Chaudhry 
Federation of State Medical Boards  
hchaudhry@fsmb.org  
 
Maurice Cheng 
British Osteopathic Association 
maurice@osteopathy.org  
 
Zachary Comeaux 
West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine 
cbland@osteo.wvsom.edu  
 
Brian Degenhardt 
A.T. Still University 
bdegenhardt@atsu.edu  
 
Eric Dobbelaare 
Belgian Association of Osteopathy 
Eric.dobbelaere@skynet.be  
 
Carole Dumais 
Osteopathy Quebec 
caroledumais@videotron.ca  
 
Simon Duncan 
Superior Council of Osteopathy (Italy) 
simon.duncan@icomosteopatia.it  
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Irina Egorova 
Institute of Osteopathic Medicine (Russia) 
 
Raimund Engel 
Osteopathic European Academic Network 
raimund.engel@wso.at  
 
Emma Fairs 
Osteopathic Council of New Zealand 
emmajanefairs@gmail.com  
 
Robert Fendall 
Osteopathy Board of Australia 
robert.fendall@ahpra.gov.au  
 
Ana Paula Ferreira 
Brasil Register of Osteopaths  
 
Lauren Fetsko 
Student Osteopathic Medical Association 
Internationalhealth@studentdo.com  
 
Simon Fielding 
OIA Board of Directors  
simonfielding@blueyonder.co.uk  
 
Marina Fuhrmann 
German Osteopathic Association 
gs.wiesbaden@osteopathie.de  
 
Anastasia Gavrilina 
Institute of Osteopathic Medicine (Russia) 
 
Christian Gerard 
Belgian Society of Osteopathy 
christian.gerard@osteopathie.be  
 
John Gimpel 
National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners 
Jgimpel@nbome.org  
 
Gert-Jan Goede 
Forum for Osteopathic Regulation in Europe 
gjgoede@gmail.com  
 
Mathias Hartlep 
Federal Association of Osteopathy (Germany) 
mathias.hartlep@bv-osteopathie.de  
 
Yoshiteru Hiratsuka 
Japan Federation of Osteopaths 
yoshiosteo@mac.com  
 
Kari Hope 
Ontario Association of Osteopathic Manual 
Practitioners  

Tara Hughes 
Council of Osteopathic Student Government 
Presidents/Des Moines University College of 
Osteopathic Medicine  
Tara.b.hughes@dmu.edu  
 
Charles Hunt 
OIA Board of Directors & BSO 
c.hunt@bso.ac.uk  
 
Robert Juhasz 
American Osteopathic Association 
 
Joshua Kerr 
OIA Secretariat 
jkerr@osteopathic.org  
 
Elizabeth Leach 
Ontario Association of Osteopathic Manual 
Practitioners  
 
John Licciardone 
Osteopathic Research Centre 
john.licciardone@unthsc.edu  
 
Lulic Velda 
Osteopathy Quebec/Canadian Osteopathic 
Federation  
veldalulic@gmail.com  
 
Linda Mascheri 
OIA Secretariat  
lmascheri@osteopathic.org  
 
Johannes Mayer 
OIA Board of Directors & German Association for 
Osteopathic Physicians 
Johannes@dr-mayer.org  
 
Sharon McGill 
American Osteopathic Association  
 
Frank Mueller 
German-American Academy for Osteopathy 
 
Michael Mulholland-Licht 
OIA Board of Directors & AOA-AU  
vitallifestyle@me.com  
 
Antony Nicholas 
Australian Osteopathic Association 
executivedirector@osteopathy.org.au  
 
Karen Nichols 
OIA Board of Directors & CCOM  
KNicholsDO@osteopathic.org  
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Donald Polk 
Federation of State Medical Boards 
dpolk@fsmb.org  
 
Rachel Portelli 
Australian and New Zealand Osteopathic Council 
admin@anzoc.org.au  
 
Dixie Rawlins 
Edward Via Virginia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine 
kvarelos@vcom.vt.edu  
 
Natalia Sattarova 
Ontario Federation of Osteopathic Professionals 
nata.sattarova@gmail.com  
 
Stephen Scheinthal 
AOA-US Bureau of Osteopathic Specialists 
 
Mali Schneiter 
Council of Osteopathic Student Government 
Presidents/Des Moines University College of 
Osteopathic Medicine  
mali.kathleen@gmail.com   
 
Stephen Shannon 
American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic 
Medicine 
jshepperd@aacom.org  
 
William Strampel 
Michigan State University College of Osteopathic 
Medicine 
bettski@msu.edu  
 

Stephen Tyreman 
Norwegian Association of Osteopathy  
S.Tyreman@bso.ac.uk  
 
Marina Urquhart-Pullen 
British Osteopathic Association 
 
Patrick Van Dun 
Commission for Osteopathic Research, Practice 
and Promotion  
p.vandun@corpp.org  
 
Norman Vinn 
American Osteopathic Association  
 
Tim Walker 
OIA Board & General Osteopathic Council 
twalker@osteopathy.org.uk  
 
Adrienne White-Faines 
American Osteopathic Association 
awhite-faines@osteopathic.org  
 
John Williamson 
Lincoln Memorial University-DeBusk College of 
Osteopathic Medicine  
john.williamson@lmunet.edu  
 
Cathy Woodward 
Osteopathy Board of Australia 
cathy.woodward@ahpra.gov.au  
 
Alain Wurtz 
Osteopathic Physician Association of France & 
EROP 
alainwurtz@sfr.fr 
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Membership Roster – December 2013 
 
 

Full Members 
 
**American Osteopathic Association (AOA-US) (September 2005) 
Ms Adrienne E. White-Faines, Executive Director and CEO 
Contact: Ms Linda Mascheri, Director, State, Affiliate & International Affairs 
142 E. Ontario 
Chicago IL 60611 
USA 
Ph: 1 312 202 8000 
LMascheri@osteopathic.org  
www.osteopathic.org 
 
**Australian Osteopathic Association (AOA-AU) (August 2006) 
Mr Antony Nicholas, Executive Director 
PO Box 5044 
West Chatswood, NSW 1515 
AUSTRALIA 
Ph: 61 2 9410 0099 
Fax: 61 2 9410 1699 
executivedirector@osteopathic.com.au 
www.osteopathic.com.au  
 
**British Osteopathic Association (BOA) (Partner: May 2007/Full: March 2011) 
Mr Maurice Cheng, Chief Executive 
3 Park Terrace, Manor Road 
Luton LU1 3HN 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Ph: 44 1582 488 455 
Fax: 44 1582 481533 
ce@osteopathy.org 
www.osteopathy.org 
 
Federation Suisse des Osteopathes (FSO-SVO) (March 2011) 
Contact: Sebastian Byrde, President 
Route de Lac 2 
Paudex,  1094 
SWITZERLAND 
PH: 0041217963330 
Fax: 0041217963352 
secretariat@fso-svo.ch 
www.fso-svo.ch 
 
**General Osteopathic Council (GOsC) (March 2007) 
Mr Tim Walker, Chief Executive and Registrar 
Osteopathy House 
176 Tower Bridge Road 
London SE1 3LU 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Ph: 44 207 357 6655 
Fax: 44 207 357 0011 
marcias@osteopathy.org.uk  
www.osteopathy.org.uk  
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Full Members (Cont’d) 
 

**German-American Academy of Osteopathy (DAAO) (August 2006) 
Dr Frank Mueller, President 
c/o MWE-DGMM 
Riedstr. 5 
Neutrauchburg 88316 
GERMANY 
Ph: 011 497 566 2414 
Daao.ortmann@gmx.de  
www.daao.info  
 
**German Association for Osteopathic Medicine (DGOM) (September 2006) 
Dr med Johannes Mayer, President 
Keitweg 17  
D-86453 Dasing 
GERMANY 
Ph: 496 741 981 6608 
johannes@dr-mayer.org  
www.dgom.info  
 
German Osteopathic Association (VOD) (Associate: March 2006/Full: September 2009) 
Prof Marina Fuhrmann, President 
Untere Albrechtstrasse 15 
D-65185 Weisbaden  
GERMANY 
Ph: 49 611 910 3663 
Fax: 49 611 910 3662 
fuhrmann@osteopathie.de  
weynen@osteopathie.de  
www.osteopathie.de  
 
Osteos de France – Syndicat Medecins Osteopathes De France (ODFS) (December 2011) 
Dr Bruno Burel 
1 rue de l’Hopital 
Rouen 76000 
FRANCE 
Ph: 33 2 35 70 58 58 
Fax: 33 2 35 70 95 62 
contact@osteos.net 
www.osteos.net  

 
Swiss Organisation of Osteopathic Physicians (SAGOM) (September 2012) 
Dr med Patrick Landolt, President 
Contact: Dr Med Bernhard Hugentobler 
Muhlernstrasse 244 
CH-3098 Koeniz/Switzerland 
Ph: 41 31 971 76 90 
Fax: 41 31 972 53 82 
SWITZERLAND 
sagom@gmx.net   
www.samm.org  
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Associate Members 
 
Belgian Society of Osteopathy (SBO-BVO, UP) (December 2011) 
Mr Christian Gerard 
Avenue Charles Madouxlaan, 59 
B-1160 Bruxelles 1160 Brussel 
BELGIUM  
Ph: 32 02 512 35 89  
Christian.gerard@osteopathie.be 
www.osteopathie.be 
 
Canadian Federation of Osteopaths (CFO) (April 2009) 
Ms Chantale Bertrand, President 
10, Torresdale Ave, Suite 1604 
North York, Ontario 
CANADA M2R 3V8 
Ph: 416-970-0262 
info@osteopathy.ca  
www.osteopathy.ca   

 
Consiglio Superiore di Osteopatia (CSdO) (September 2009) 
Mr Eduardo Rossi, President 
Contact: Mr Simon Duncan 
Villa Casati Stampa 
Piazza Soncino, 3 
Cinisello Balsamo, Milan 20092 
ITALY 
Ph: 39 334542 1878 
Fx: 39 015252 7085 
Simon.duncan@icomosteopatia.it   
www.csdo.eu  

 
**Japan Osteopathic Federation (JOF) (October 2005) 
Mr Yoshiteru Hiratsuka 
International Relations Officer 
2nd Floor, Tani Building 
1-15-1 Akebono-cho 
Tachikawa, Tokyo 190-0012 
JAPAN 
Ph: 81-42-525-3670 
Fx: 81-42-529-3992 
yoshiosteo@mac.com  
www.osteopathy.gr.jp/ 

 
**Norwegian Association of Osteopathy (NOF) (March 2006) 
Ms Helge Skaatun, President 
Contact:  Ms Anne Brunsell  
PB 2157 Stromso 
N-3003 Drammen 
NORWAY 
Ph: 473 281 4200 
Fx: 473 281 4201 
nof@osteopati.org  
www.osteopati.org/  
 

22



** Denotes Charter Membership 

Associate Members (Cont’d) 
 

Register for Osteopaths of Belgium (ROB) (December 2011)  
Ms Fara Catulle 
Smaragdlaan 5 
1640 Sint-Genesius-Rode 
BELGIUM 
Ph:  0032 478 81 46 76 
Fara.catulle@osteo-rob.be   
www.osteo-rob.be 
  
Registro Brasileiro dos Osteopatas (RBrO) (August 2010) 
Ms Ana Paula Antunes Ferreira  
Rua Visconde de Pirajá, 577/702 – Ipanema 
Rio de Janeiro 
22410-003 
BRASIL 
Ph: 55 (21) 22592487 or 55 (21) 8802-8235 
Fax: 55 (21) 22592487 
osteoferreira@terra.com.br 
contato@registrodososteopatas.com.br   
www.registrodososteopatas.com.br  
 
**Register of Osteopaths of Russia (ROR) (Partner: December 2006/Associate: February 2007) 
Dr Kirill V. Mazalskiy 
Ordzonikidze str. 37-2-124 
St Petersburg 196158 
RUSSIA 
Ph: 7 812 355 0289 
Fax: 7 812 355 0289 
osteoforum@gmail.com  
www.osteopathy.ru  

 
Uniform National Register of Osteopaths (UNRO) (December 2011) 
Mr Andrey E. Chervotok, President 
12A Vyborgskaya Str, Litter 2H 
St Petersburg 194044 
RUSSIA 
Ph: 007812-445-20-92 
Fax: 007812-542-80-92 
info@enro.ru 
www.enro.ru  
 
 

Partner Members 
 
Alberta Association of Osteopathic Manual Therapists (AAOMT) (September 2012) 
Mr Edward Paget, Director/President 
4 Many Horses Bay 
Redwood Meadows AB T3Z 1A1 
CANADA 
Ph: 1 403 561 3925 
Info@osteopathyalberta.com 
www.osteopathyalberta.com  
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Partner Member (Cont’d) 
 
**American Academy of Osteopathy (AAO) (August 2006) 
Ms Diana Finley, Executive Director 
3500 DePauw Blvd, Suite 1080 
Indianapolis, IN 46268  
USA 
Ph: 1 317 879 1881 
Fax: 1 317 879 0563 
dfinley@academyofosteopathy.org  
www.academyofosteopathy.org  
 
**American Association of College of Osteopathic Medicine (AACOM) (September 2005) 
Dr Stephen Shannon, President 
5550 Friendship Boulevard 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 
USA 
Ph: 1 301 968 4152 
president@aacom.org   
www.aacom.org 
 
American Association of Osteopathic Examiners (AAOE) (March 2012) 
Dr Geraldine O’Shea, President 
Contact: Mr Nicholas A. Schilligo, Staff Liaison 
142 East Ontario Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 
USA 
Ph: 1 312 202 8185 
Fax: 1 312 202 8485 
nschilligo@osteopathic.org 
www.aaoe-net.org  
 
American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians (ACOFP) (September 2010) 
Mr Peter L. Schmelzer, Executive Director 
330 E. Algonquin Road 
Suite 1 
Arlington Heights, IL 60005 
USA 
Ph: 1 847 952 5108 
Fax: 1 866 328 1833 
peters@acofp.org 
www.acofp.org  
 
Australian and New Zealand Osteopathic Council (ANZOC) (May 2013) 
Ms Rachel Portelli, CEO 
120 Collins Street 
Level 31 
Melbourne, Victoria 3000 
AUSTRALIA 
Ph: 61 380 80 2916 
Fax: 61 380 80 2917 
admin@anzoc.org.au 
www.anzoc.org.au  
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Partner Member (Cont’d) 
 
**American Osteopathic Information Association (AOIA) (January 2008) 
Mr Joshua Prober, Interim Executive Director 
142 E. Ontario St.  
Chicago, IL 60611 
USA 
Ph: 1 312 202 8024 
Fax: 1 312 202 8424 
Jprober@osteopathic.org   
www.do-online.org  
 
**AVT College of Osteopathic Medicine (AVT) (January 2008) 
Professor Matthias Beck, President 
Leibnizstrasse 7 
Nagold 72202 
GERMANY 
Ph: 49 7452 888 0920 
Fax: 49 7452 888 0923 
edu@avt-osteopathie.de 
www.avt-osteopathie.de  
 
**The British School of Osteopathy (BSO) (January 2008) 
Mr Charles Hunt, Principal and Chief Executive 
275 Borough High Street 
London SE1 1JE 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Ph: 44 20 7407 0222 
Fax: 44 20 7089 5300 
C.Hunt@bso.ac.uk  
www.bso.ac.uk 
 
bvo, Bundesverband Osteopathie e.V. (federal osteopathic association) (June 2010) 
Mr Georg Schoner, Chair 
Contact: Mr Mathias Hartlep, International Representative 
Hartstrabe 8 
85386 Eching 
GERMANY 
Ph: 49 89 319 036 47 (Headquarters) 
Mathias.Hartlep@bv-osteopathie.de  
praxis@heilpraktiker-schoener.de      
www.bv-osteopathie.de  
 
**Centre Européen d' Enseignement Supérieur de l'Ostéopathie (CEESO) (September 2005) 
Mr Edouard Olivier Renard, Principal 
175 Boulevard Anatole France  
Paris-Saint Denis 93200 
FRANCE 
Ph: 33 1 48 09 47 49 
Fax: 33 1 48 09 33 66 
Renard.do@ceeso.org  
www.ceeso.com 
 
 
 

 

25



** Denotes Charter Membership 

Partner Member (Cont’d) 
 
Centre International D’Osteopathie (CIDO) (March 2009) 
Mr Patrick Feval, CEO 
Contact: Ms Dominique Feval 
Rue Pablo Neruda 
SAINT ETIENNE 42100  
FRANCE 
Ph:  33 4 77 42 82 82 
Fax:  33 4 77 42 82 83 
Patrick.feval@cido.fr 
www.cido.fr  
 
**Centre Osteopathique Atman (September 2006) 
Mr Marc Bozzetto 
Contact: Ms Carol Bozzetto 
37 Chemin du Puissanton Bat A/B 
Sophia Antipolis 06220 
FRANCE 
Ph: 33 493 647 993 
Fax: 33 493 649 500 
carolb@atman.fr 
www.atman.fr  
 
Centre Ostéopathique Du Québec (COQ) (September 2010) 
Mr Stéphane Cardinal, President 
2210, Boul, Henri-Bourassa Est 
Bureau 103 
Montréal Québec  
H2B-IT3 
CANADA 
Ph: 514 384 1271 
Fax: 514 384-2725 
info@coq.org 
www.coq.org  
 
College Osteopathique de Provence (COP) (March 2009) 
Mr Michel Coquillat, Chairman 
50 rue louis Grobet 
Marseille 13001 
FRANCE  
Ph:  33 491085571 
Fax:  33 491085584 
mc@copr.com 
www.copr.com  
 
Escuela Española de Formación Osteopática (EFO) (June 2010) 
Mr Daniel Saez Cortell 
P.E. Turianova, Manz. 2 – no5. Benisanó  
Valencia  46181 
SPAIN 
Ph : 34 617300652 
secretaria@efovalencia.es 
www.efovalencia.es   
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Partner Member (Cont’d) 
 
**Ecole Superieure d’Osteopathie – Paris (ESO) (February 2007) 
Mr Roger Caporossi, Dean 
Contact: Ms Joselin DiAcquenod 
8 rue Alfred Nobel 
Cite´ Descartes 77420 
Champs-sur-Marne 
FRANCE 
Ph: 01 64 61 66 21 
Fax: 01 64 61 70 99 
infos@eso-suposteo.fr 
www.eso-suposteo.fr/  
 
Edward Via Virginia College of Osteopathic Medicine (VCOM) (April 2008) 
Dr Dixie Tooke-Rawlins, Dean 
Contact: Professor H. Dean Sutphin 
2265 Kraft Drive 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
USA 
Ph: 1 540 231 6862 
Fax: 1 540 231 5252 
dsutphin@vcom.vt.edu  
www.vcom.vt.edu 
 
Escuela Osteopatica de Buenos Aires (EOBA) (March 2012) 
Mr Anibal Ferro 
San Martin 1009 
3o piso, deptartamento “C”, CABA, Argentina 
Avenida Corrientes 4979 – Primer Piso – CABA, Argentina 
Buenos Aires 1004 
ARGENTINA 
Ph: 54 11 5219 0500 
Fax: 54 11 5219 0500 
laura@grupo-ferro.com.ar 
www.escuelaosteopatica.org  
 
European Institute for Osteopathic Medicine (EIOM) (August 2010) 
Mr Maurizio Zanardi, General Manager 
Contact:  Ms Stefania De Lazzari 
S.S. del Santo 
Via Fiorita, 3  
Cadoneghe  
PADOVA 
ITALY  
Ph/Fax: 39 049936359 
info@eiom.it  
www.eiom.it  
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Partner Member (Cont’d) 
 
**European Registry for Osteopathic Physicians (EROP) (March 2006) 
Mr Jean Michel Besnard, President 
Contact: Dr med Johannes Mayer 
639 rue de Zurich  
67000 Strasbourg 
FRANCE 
Ph  49 0 6742 8001-00 
Fx  49 0 6742  8001-27 
johannes@dr-mayer.org  
www.erop.org 

 
**The European School of Osteopathy (ESO) (December 2006) 
Mr Steven Bettles, Vice Principal 
Boxley House, Boxley 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 3DZ 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Ph: 44 1622 671558 
Fax: 44 1622 662165 
stevenbettles@eso.ac.uk 
www.eso.ac.uk 
 
IMT – Instituto de Medicina Tradicional (IMT) (August 2013) 
Mr Mario Jorge Rodrigues 
Contact: Mr Frederico Carvalho 
Rua Alfredo Trindade 
4-A, Campo Grande 
Lisbon, 1600-407 
PORTUGAL 
Ph: 00 35 1213304965 
Fax: 00 35 1213304967 
direccao@imt.pt 
www.imt.pt  
 
Institut des Hautes Etudes Osteopathique de Nantes (IdHEO Nantes) (August 2011) 
Mr Stephane Niel, Director 
Contact: Mrs Nancy Macnab Gross 
Forum d’Orvault, Rue du Commandant Charcot 
Orvault 44700 
FRANCE 
Ph: 33 228072223 
Fax: 33 228072670 
nmacgross@idheo.com  
www.idheo.com  
 
**Institut Superieur d’Osteopathie – Lyon (ISOsteo-Lyon) (September 2006) 
Mr Jean Canetos, Director 
Contact: Joëlle Gonon, Responsable Adm. Financiere 
13 chemin du Petit Bois 
69130 ECULLY 
FRANCE 
Ph: 33 4 78 43 24 50 
Fax: 33 4 78 64 58 92 
Jgonon@isosteo.fr   
www.isosteo.fr  
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Partner Member (Cont’d) 
 
Institute of Osteopathic Medicine (IOM) (February 2010) 
Dr Irina Egorova 
Institut de Medecine Osteopathique 
59, 4 linia, Vassilievski ostrov 
199053 SAINT-PETERSBURG 
*PREFERRED MAILING: Apt 90, 202 Moskovsky prospect, 196 135 Saint-Petersburg RUSSIA 
Ph: 007 921 956 53 38 
Fax: 007 812 327 57 03 
Egorova.osteo@laposte.net 
www.spb-osteo.ru 
 
**Institute of Osteopathic Medicine of the North-Western State Medical University named after I.I. 
Mechnikov 
Formerly: Saint Petersburg Medical Academy of Postgraduate Education (MAPO) (December 2006) 
Dr Dmitry Mokhov 
1/82, Zanevsky prospect  
St Petersburg 195196 
RUSSIA 
Ph: 007 812 445 20 92  
Fax: 007 812 445 20 92 
Osteo-open@yandex.ru   
www.osteopathie.ru  
 
**International Academy of Osteopathy (IAO-BE) (March 2006) 
Mr Gregoire Lason, Joint Principle 
Klein Dokkaai 3-5 
Ghent 9000 
BELGIUM 
Ph: 32 9 233 04 03 
Gregoire.lason@osteopathy.eu 
www.osteopathy.eu  
 
The Irish College of Osteopathic Medicine (ICOM) (March 2011) 
Ms Melanie Coutinho, Principal 
15-16 Saint Joseph’s Parade 
Dorset Street 
Dublin 7  
IRELAND 
Ph: 353 1 882 7777 
Fax: 353 1 830 8757 
icom@ntc.ie 
www.ntc.ie 
 
**Lincoln Memorial University-DeBusk College of Osteopathic Medicine (LMU-DCOM) (January 2008) 
Dr Ray E. Stowers, Vice President and Dean 
Contact: Dr John Williamson, Director of International Rotations 
6965 Cumberland Gap Parkway 
Harrogate, TN 37752 
USA 
Ph: 1 423 869 7130 
Fax: 1 423 869 7078 
Jill.parks@lmunet.edu  
John.Williamson@lmunet.edu  
www.lmunet.edu/DCOM  
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Partner Member (Cont’d) 
 
**Michigan State University–College of Osteopathic Medicine (MSUCOM) (September 2005) 
Dr William Strampel, Dean 
Contact: Ms Kimberly Betts, Administrative Assistant to the Dean 
A-309 E. Fee Hall 
East Lansing, Michigan 48824-1316 
USA 
Ph: 1 517 355 9616 
bettski@msu.edu  
www.com.msu.edu 
 
**Midwestern University/Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine (MWU/CCOM) (March 2006) 
Dr Karen Nichols, Dean 
555 31st Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
USA 
Ph: 1 630 515 6159 
Fax: 1 630 515 7134 
knicho@midwestern.edu 
www.midwestern.edu/ccom/  
 
**National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners (NBOME) (October 2005) 
Dr John R. Gimpel, President and CEO 
101 West Elm Street 
Conshohocken, PA 19428 
USA 
Ph: 1 610 825 6551 x330 
jgimpel@nbome.org 
www.nbome.org 

 
**Nova Southeastern University College of Osteopathic Medicine (NSUCOM) (February 2007) 
Dr Anthony Silvagni, Dean 
Contact: Ms Mirlyn Hurry, Assistant to the Dean 
3200 South University Drive 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33328 
USA 
Ph: 1 954 262 1415 
Fax: 1 954 262 2250 
hurry@nova.edu 
www.medicine.nova.edu/       
 
Ontario Association of Osteopathic Manual Practitioners (OAO)  (March 2011) 
Ms Kari Hope, President 
Contact: Ms Elizabeth Leach, Executive Director 
189 Queen Street East Suite 1 
Toronto Ontario M5A 1S2 
CANADA 
Ph: 1 416 968 2563 
Fax: 1 416 968 6818 
ed@osteopathyontario.com     
www.osteopathyontario.org  
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Partner Member (Cont’d) 
 
Ontario Federation of Osteopathic Professionals (OFOP) (October 2013) 
Contact: Mr Jacob Brainis, President 
48 Millhouse Court 
Maple Ontario L6A4P6 
CANADA 
Ph : 1 416 567 5282 
Fx : 1 905 417 0395 
healing@ahclinic.ca  
www.ofop.ca  
 
Osteopathy Board of Australia (OBA) (August 2013) 
Mr Robert Fendall, Chair 
Contact: Ms Cathy Woodward 
Executive Officer, Osteopathy Board 
Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency 
Level 7, 111 Bourke Street 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
Ph: 03 8708 9318 
Fax: 03 8708 9003 
Cathy.woodward@ahpra.gov.au 
www.osteopathyboard.gov.au   
 
Osteopathic Council of New Zealand (OCNZ) (December 2009) 
Mr Andrew Charnock, Registrar 
Level 8 
Berl House 
108 The Terrace 
NEW ZEALAND 
Ph: 64 4 474 0747  
Fax: 64 4 474 0709  
Registrar@osteopathiccouncil.org.nz  
www.osteopathiccouncil.org.nz  
 
The Osteopathic Cranial Academy (June 2008) 
Dr Mark E Rosen, President  
Contact: Mr Sidney N Dunn, Executive Director 
3535 E 96th Street, Suite 101 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 
USA 
Ph: 1 317 581 0411 
Fax: 1 317 580 9299  
Sdunn@cranialacademy.org 
www.cranialacademy.org  
 
Osteopathic European Academic Network (OsEAN) (February 2010) 
Mr Raimund Engel, President 
Frimbergergasse 6 
1130 Vienna 
AUSTRIA 
Ph:  43 1 879 38 26-49 
Fax:  43 1 879 38 26-19 
office@OsEAN.com   
www.OsEAN.com 
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Partner Member (Cont’d) 
 
Ostéopathie Québec (OQ) (March 2009) 
Mr Michael De Gouveia, President 
Contacts:  Ms M. Jean-Pierre Bellerive, Staff 

    Mr Alain Bouchard, International Affairs, Board Secretary 
447, rue St-Jean 
Longueuil (Quebec) J4H 2Y1 
CANADA 
Ph: 1 450 670 1532 
jpbellerive@registre.org  
info@registre.org 
namdev@videotron.ca   
www.registre.org    
 
**Registro de osteopatas de Argentina (ROA) (February 2007) 
Maria Margarita Campos, President 
Sucre 1050 6° Num: 27 
c.de Buenos Aires, C1428   
ARGENTINA 
Ph:  5411 4787 6629 
Fax: 5411 4832 0552 
registrodeosteopatasarg@hotmail.com  
www.registrodeosteopatas.org  
 
Society for the Promotion of Manual Practice Osteopathy (SPMPO) (June 2008) 
Ms Gail Abernethy, President 
8274 West Coast Rd  
Sooke, BC, V9Z 1E1  
CANADA 
Ph: 1 250 208 7956 
Scott.secretary@osteopathybc.ca     
Gail.president@osteopathybc.ca  
www.osteopathybc.ca  
 
**Student Osteopathic Medical Association (SOMA) (October 2005) 
Ms Elizabeth Hart, Executive Director 
142 E. Ontario St 
Chicago, IL 60611  
USA 
Ph: 1 312 202 8193 
ehart@osteopathic.org    
bot@studentdo.com                               
www.studentdo.com 
 
Sutherland Cranial Teaching Foundation Belgium (SCTF Belgium) (March 2009) 
Mr Daniel Ronsmans, President 
77 Chene Au Corbeau 
Lasne 1380 
BELGIUM 
Ph: 32 2 633 27 71 
Fax: 32 2 633 44 46 
Daniel.ronsmans.do@skynet.be  
www.sctf-belgium.be  
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** Denotes Charter Membership 

Partner Member (Cont’d) 
 
Syndicat National de l’Enseignement Superieur en Osteopathie (SNESO) (December 2011) 
Contact: Mr Roger Caporossi, Vice President, International Relationship 
8, rue Alfred Nobel 
Chapms-Sur-Marne 77420 
FRANCE 
Ph: 33 6 20 88 25 01 
caporossi@eso-suposteo.fr 
www.fmdi.eu/sneso/  
 
**Unitec New Zealand (March 2006) 
Dr Craig Hilton, Head of Department of Osteopathy 
Private Bag 92025 
Auckland 1030 
NEW ZEALAND 
Ph: 09 815 4321 x8475 
Chilton@unitec.ac.nz  
www.unitec.ac.nz  
 
**University of New England College of Osteopathic Medicine (UNECOM) (March 2006) 
Dr Douglas Wood, Dean/VP for Health Services 
11 Hills Beach Road 
Biddeford, ME 04005 
USA 
Ph: 1 207 602 2340 
dwood7@une.edu   
www.une.edu/com/  
 
**University of Pikeville-Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine (UP-KYCOM) (September 2006) 
Dr Boyd Buser, Dean and Vice-President 
147 Sycamore Street 
Pikeville, KY 41501 
USA 
Ph: 1 606 218 5410 
boydbuser@upike.edu   
www.upike.edu/college-of-osteopathic-medicine  
 
**Victoria University (September 2006) 
School of Biomedical and Health Sciences 
Prof Gary Fryer, Associate Professor 
Discipline Leader – Osteopathic Studies  
PO Box 14428 
Melbourne, Victoria 8001 
AUSTRALIA  
Ph: 61 3 9919 1065 
Fax: 61 3 9919  1030 
Gary.fryer@vu.edu.au    
www.vu.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

33



** Denotes Charter Membership 

Partner Member (Cont’d) 
 

**West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine (WVSOM) (March 2006) 
Ms Adrienne Biesemeyer 
WVSOM  
400 N. Lee St 
Lewisburg, WV 24901 
USA 
Ph: 1 304 647 6423 
Fax: 1 304 645 4859 
abiesemeyer@osteo.wvsom.edu  
www.wvsom.edu  
 
**Western University of Health Sciences College of Osteopathic Medicine of the Pacific (WesternU 
COMP) (August 2006) 
Dr Paula Crone, DO, Dean  
309 East Second Street 
Pomona, CA 91766-1854 
USA 
Ph: 1 909 469 5244 
Fax: 1 909 469 5637 
pcrone@westernu.edu  
www.westernu.edu 
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OIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF 

 

 

Michael Mulholland-Licht, DO (AU) 
Chair (2nd Term) Mr Mulholland-Licht graduated Pacific College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, Sydney, Australia in 1985 and was registered with the 
NSW Osteopaths Registration board in 1986 where he served as an Advisor 
during the 2001 review of Osteopaths Act 2000-2001. He has been in private 
practice in Sydney, Australia since 1986. He lecturers and examines in 
Australia and Internationally. He is a past President of the Australian 
Osteopathic Association and World Osteopathic Health Organisation (WOHO) 
and contributed as expert adviser to WHO Benchmarks for Safety and 
Training in Osteopathy from 2004-2007. He is past Chair the Australian and 
New Zealand Osteopathic Council, which is responsible for accreditation of 
university programs, teaching osteopathy, and assessment of overseas 
qualified osteopaths. Mr Mulholland-Licht is pursuing post graduate studies in 
Pain Medicine at University of Sydney. 
 

 

Jane E. Carreiro, DO (US) 
Vice Chair Dr Carreiro, is double board certified in Family Medicine with 
Special Proficiency in Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine, is a graduate of the 
University of New England College of Osteopathic Medicine (UNECOM); 
where she currently is Section Head, Chair and Associate Professor of OMM 
and DME/Program Director of Graduate Medical Education. Dr Carreiro 
specializes in OMM, pain management, pediatric musculoskeletal and sports 
medicine, and otitis media. Dr Carreiro is the 2011-2012 president of the 
American Academy of Osteopathy. 
 

 

Peter Ajluni, DO (US) 
Secretary-Treasurer (2nd term) Dr Ajluni, DO, a board certified osteopathic 
orthopaedic surgeon from Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, was elected to the OIA 
Board of Directors in November 2008. Additionally, he was the 2007-2008 
president of the American Osteopathic Association (AOA-US). He began his 
career on the AOA-US Board of Trustees in 1998 and was a member of the 
AOA’s Executive Committee from 2000-2005. Dr Ajluni was a senior 
orthopaedic surgeon and chief of staff at McLaren Macomb Hospital. He also 
serves on the Membership Committee of the International Association of 
Medical Regulatory Authorities (IAMRA). After earning his degree in 1969 from 
the Chicago College of Osteopathy, now known as Midwestern 
University/Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine in Downers Grove, 
Illinois, Dr Ajluni completed an internship and residency at McLaren Macomb 
Hospital. 
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William Burke, DO (US) 
At-Large Member Dr Burke has served on the AOA-US Board of Trustees 
since 2010 and has been appointed to numerous bureaus, councils and 
committees of the AOA-US. Dr Burke, a board certified Family Physician and 
Fellow of the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians, is dean of 
the Ohio University (OU-HCOM) Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine’s 
Central Ohio campus in Dublin, Ohio, USA. Dr Burke earned his Doctor of 
Osteopathic Medicine degree at OU-HCOM and completed his internship and 
residency at Doctors Hospital of Columbus, where he served as chief resident. 
Dr Burke currently serves as Director of the International Primary Care 
Educational Alliance. As part of the China Primary Care Program Team, he 
has made annual trips to Chengdu, Deyang, Leshan and Luzhou, China since 
2007. He provided formal and informal education on the outpatient approach 
to common primary care conditions and family practice residency training. 
 

 

Simon Fielding, DO (UK), OBE 
Lay Member (2nd term) Mr Fielding originally qualified as an osteopath in the 
UK 25 years ago but retired from clinical practice due to injury in 1988. He has 
devoted much of his professional life to the campaign for the legal recognition 
of osteopathy both in the UK and elsewhere in Europe and is widely regarded 
as being the architect of the UK Osteopaths Act 1993. He was appointed the 
first Chairman of the Statutory General Osteopathic Council in 1996. Simon 
was the Specialist Adviser to the Department of Health on Complementary 
Medicine for 13 years, retiring in 2002. He is currently a trustee of The Prince 
of Wales’s Foundation for Integrated Health and Chairs the Foundation’s 
Committee on Regulation. 
 

 

Charles Hunt, DO (UK) 
At-Large Member Mr Hunt graduated from the British School of Osteopathy in 
1989 and worked in private practice until 2011 with a special interest in sports 
medicine. He now has over 22 years’ experience in osteopathic education and 
is currently Principal and Chief Executive at the British School of Osteopathy 
previously having been Vice-Principal with responsibility for clinical practice. 
He sat for four years on the Academic Board of the University of Bedfordshire 
which was responsible for academic strategy of the university. He is a member 
of the Council of Osteopathic education Institutions in the UK and sat on the 
Quality Assurance Agency benchmarking working group for osteopathy. 
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Johannes Mayer, MD, DOM (DE) 
At-Large Member (2nd term) Dr med Mayer earned his MD degree in 1981, 
became board certified in Family Medicine in 1986 and went into private 
practice in 1987 providing Family medicine and osteopathic care. In 1987 he 
earned his manual medicine degree and in 2000 he earned his DOM from the 
German Society of Osteopathic Medicine (DGOM). Dr med Mayer is currently 
the Vice President of the DGOM, President of the European Register of 
Osteopathic Physicians (EROP), and was elected to the OIA Board of 
Directors in January 2008. 
 

 

Karen J. Nichols, DO (US) 
At-Large Member Dr Nichols, 2010 President of the AOA-US, is a Board 
Certified Internal Medicine Physician. She earned her osteopathic medical 
degree at what is now the Kansas City University of Medicine and Biosciences 
College of Osteopathic Medicine, and completed her internship and residency 
training at the former Oklahoma Osteopathic Hospital in Tulsa. In 2002, Dr 
Nichols became dean of the Midwestern University/Chicago College of 
Osteopathic Medicine (MWU/CCOM) in Downers Grove, Illinois, USA. As 
dean, she encourages her students to take an active role in their new 
profession. Dr Nichols has been a member of the AOA-US since 1981 and a 
member of the AOA-US Board of Trustees since 1999. 
 

 

Tim Walker 
At-Large Member Mr Walker joined the General Osteopathic Council this 
autumn from the General Medical Council where he was responsible for 
external relations including managing the GMC’s offices in Belfast, Cardiff and 
Edinburgh. Before joining the GMC in 2007, Mr Walker was Deputy Managing 
Director of Bell Pottinger Public Affairs. Previously he held posts working on 
regulatory matters at Turner Broadcasting UK, the Cabinet Office, and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. He graduated in Computation from 
the University of Manchester Institute of Science and Technology. 
 

 

Linda Mascheri 
OIA Secretariat Linda Mascheri joined the AOA-US in 1994 and currently 
serves as the Director of the Department of State, Affiliate, and International 
Affairs. Under her leadership, the AOA-US Division of International Affairs 
focuses on working to develop global osteopathic educational standards, 
increasing recognition for the profession worldwide, and oversees the Bureau 
of International Osteopathic Medicine while also acting as the Secretariat for 
the OIA. Linda has been instrumental in the development and oversight of the 
OIA. 
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Joshua Kerr 
OIA Secretariat Mr Kerr joined the AOA-US in 2004 as International Program 
Specialist in the Division of State Government and International Affairs, and 
currently serves as Director of the Division of International Affairs. In that time, 
he has been involved with the founding and development of the OIA, since its 
inception as a steering committee. Joshua also serves as Secretary to the 
AOA-US Bureau of International Osteopathic Medicine (BIOM) as well as 
Secretariat to the OIA, overseeing the day to day activities of both groups. 
 

 

Verna Bronersky 
OIA Program Manager Ms Bronersky began working at the AOA-US in 1996 
as Manager of the Division of Postdoctoral Training, where she spent seven 
years assisting osteopathic postdoctoral trainees and physicians with petitions 
for review of their ACGME training for approval by the Council on Postdoctoral 
Training. In 2009, she was assigned as Program Manager to the Department 
of State, Affiliate & International Affairs where she provides support to 
initiatives within international and affiliate affairs area. This includes working 
on regional continuing medical education conference, the Osteopathic Family 
Relief Fund and the DOCARE International Continuity of Care Clinic in San 
Andres, Itzapa, Guatemala. 
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OFFICERS & COMMITTEES  

 
Officers 

Mr Michael Mulholland-Licht, Chair 
Dr Jane Carreiro, Vice-Chair 

Dr Peter Ajluni, Secretary-Treasurer 

Chair’s Standing Committee: Mr Mulholland-Licht (Chair), Dr Carreiro (Vice-Chair), Dr Ajluni (Secretary-
Treasurer), Dr med Mayer (Member-at-Large) 

Terms of reference: Provide an advisory role to the chair with no decision making power. 

Governance Committee: Mr Tim Walker (Chair), Mr Simon Fielding, Dr Karen Nichols 

Terms of reference:  The Governance committee will consider any bylaws or structural changes 
that may be needed as the OIA evolves and matures. 

Membership Committee: Mr Simon Fielding (Chair), Dr William Burke, Dr Carreiro  

Terms of reference: The Membership committee will oversee new member applications and 
approval process, as well as the 5 year membership renewal process.  Recommend membership 
category revision(s) and new member nominations to the Board as needed.     

Nominations Committee: Dr Nichols (Chair), Dr Ajluni, Ms Marina Fuhrmann 

Terms of reference: Oversee yearly Board of Directors nomination process, vetting applicants 
and reporting the Board.  

 
Member Relations Committee: Mr Charles Hunt (Chair), Ms Gail Abernethy, Mr Howard Dieno, Dr Irina 
Egorova, Ms Ana Paula Ferreira, Ms Fuhrmann, Dr med Armin Geilgens, Dr Jacey Goddard, Ms Nikole 
Grbin 
 

Terms of reference: The OIA Member Relations committee aims to identify resources and roles 
for the OIA’s existing, new and potential members. 

External Relations Committee: Dr Burke (Chair), Dr med Mayer, Mr Mulholland-Licht, Dr Boyd Buser, 
Mr Clive Standen  

Terms of reference:  Tasks will include: oversight and maintenance of the Status Report 
document, including development of a plan to utilise the document and strengthen and continue 
the relationship with the WHO. It will also pursue potential sources of outside funding and other 
relationship building. 

OIA-WHO Editorial Committee: Dr Carreiro (Chair), Mr Walker, Mr Standen, Mr Fielding (Advisor)  

Terms of reference: Oversee preparation of book on osteopathic profession and liaise with WHO 
on the document.  

Conference Organising Committee: Dr Nichols (Chair), Mr Hunt, Mr Walker, Dr Burke (serving as 2013 
local programme director)  

Terms of reference: The Conference Organising Committee will develop the annual meeting 
programme including working with local programme directors as appropriate. 

The Osteopathic International Alliance advances the philosophy and practice of osteopathic medicine and 
osteopathy worldwide. 
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SAVE THE DATES! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

3-5 October 2014  
 

OIA Conference and  
General Meeting 

In Egham, Surrey, London, 
UK 

 

Hosted by the British 
Osteopathic Association  

 

26-27 September 2015 
 

OIA Conference and 
General Meeting in 
Montreal, Quebec, 

Canada  
 

Hosted by Osteopathie 
Quebec   
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